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As much as I’d love for all students to use books exclusively 

for research, reality looms ever -present in the form of *eek!* 

technology !  *du -du -duuuuum!*  Of course, a searcher can ac-

cess some remarkable information out there in cyberspace, but 

sometimes it’s difficult to find .  And, often a searcher hasn’t 

enough time to spend slogging through a ba -jillion website “hits” 

just to find that golden nugget of creamy goodness.  

Enter, the database.  

Databases provide searchers with an alternative to wading 

through the Internet, and because databases let you know 

what they cover (coverage) up front (history, music, art, politics, 

news…) you can determine immediately whether the resource 

might be worth your time exploring.  

As much as we might like our students to access and use 

King County Library System’s databases, many students never 

get KCLS accounts (cards) and, therefore, do not gain the skills 

and experience helpful to acquiring information from a data-

base.  

Thus, in effort to expand 

the kinds of resources patrons 

have at the Tyee Library, AND 

to facilitate student learning 

of yet another Information 

Literacy skill, Iõve added two 

Facts on File databases ñ  

Issues and Controversies , and 

Issues and Controversies in 

America ñto the “resources 

available” repertoire. 

Facts on File has a reputa-

tion and history of reliability as 

well as a student user -friendly 

format.  These databases are 

generally easy to search, (by 

keyword in the text or title), and sort (by date or relevance), and 

the information retrieved has a consistent layout not crowded 

with excessive graphics or distracting visuals.  The amount of in-
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Contact your TEC Librarian by email: carlsolm@hsd401.org  

By phone: 988 -7230 or visit the TEC Library Website  

Any underlined items below are links  

Congratulations to Jose Ortega and Morgan Reader.  They 

each won a $25 gift card from Barnes & Noble.  

Stay tuned for more Tyee Library winners in November!  

Monthly Drawing Winners #1 & 2! 

Subliminal message: 

òRead more books!  Reading is FUNdaMENTAL!ó 

formation provided is not overwhelming,  but is adequate to 

what students typically  seek for many “hot” topics.  

Some features available for any given 

record include  

A table of contents linked to various 

sections of the record  

A summary box (grey) highlighting the 

issue or controversy and the various 

“sides” taken 

A “By the Numbers” statistics or data 

sheet  

Various articles about the topic/issue 

from many sources  

Almanac and encyclopedic entries of 

related information  

An extensive exposition of the topic 

followed by links to outside resources  

Website links for further information  

Keyword suggestions for further searches  

Bibliographical citations for the excerpt in MLA and APA formats  

Patrons can access these databases ANYWHERE, from any com-

puter with access to the Internet.  All they need is the username and 

password as provided on the Library Website . 

Check it out or contact me for more information.  I am available 

for  database usage instruction upon request and would love to 

show you and your students how to access this great resource.  
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