f When you see the pencil icon,

(Other notes are discretionary.)
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Databases




».'/ " Your searches should result in
finding CREDIBLE AND
USABLE INFORMATION




What is “usable” information?

Connects with the big
Relevant topic/issue/guestion in

some way.
AND

Specific

~ac
-

Su pportiv Provides eVidenC e
factual proof |



Have some ideas about

e yvour [ERIS e where you want to
including go...
— General time — Do you have an
frame essential question?
— Events

relating to
— People

iInvolved
— Geogre

locatic
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What is a Database?

A collection of data arranged to make
searching and acquisition easy and fast

 Resembles alibrary
* Access through Internet* or computer
terminal (network)

e Membership required (often)

*Directories can be found &wogleandYahoo



http://www.google.com/dirhp?hl=en
http://search.yahoo.com/dir

Where can Databases be found?

Public library systems
School libraries
College/University libraries
Government offices and libraries
Private companies
Individual subscriptions




Why Databases?

Contains generally reliable sources

Contains wide variety of sources in
one location (one-stop-shopping)

Information bonanza
Avoid Internet Otrapso

Search options more specific

-



y
Database Coverage

e \What does the database “cover”?

e On-line/Internet

—“About [name of database]?’
—“Database i nformation?”

— “ T 1 t | &

— " S 0 U ECHEE .

e Print form

— Front of eac
— Introductior




Database Coverage

e Kind of documents
e Disciplines
e Time periods
e Languages

e Publication

Record cc



Know the COVERAGE

before using a DATABASE!
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Database Composition

Records Fields

e Building blocks of a e Building blocks of a
DATABASE RECORD

e Records DESCRIBE the e |Informationis STORED in
information the FIELDS

e Records DIRECT you to the
source of information
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Database Searching

Keyword/Recall Searching Field Searching

e More information e | ookfor: “advanced
o | oG8 precision Search or expert
searching”

e | essinformation

Tie:RED 4
ShirttBle &

Hat: Green




Database Searching

Remember:

g7

Quotation Marks

Logical or Boolean
operators

Wildcards and

truncation symbols
(*#7?))

(cannot be used at the
BEGINNING of a word)

Nesting

Use

Around exact phrases
(“university of
washington”)

Connecting words that
narrow or broaden a
search (OR, AND, NOT)

For terms that have
variant forms of
spelling or different
possible endings.
(child* for child,
children, childhood,
childish, etc.)

Placing terms in
parentheses () to
indicate separate units.
For example: ("melting
glaciers” and “rising
sea levels”) not “polar
ice caps”




Wisdom

4 OEAEO Al A O# EHok mddy?

e Suggestion boxes e “hits”: the number of
» Subject or descriptor records retrieved in a
“links” search

e Look forthe “advanced *® 10-20% of search “hits"
search” :




Keeping Database Documents

Databases allow "mark,

" \\

tag,” or “save”
Send links to an e-mail address
Send the articles to an e-mail address

Print a bibliographic list (includes all the
information needed for a bibliography)

Create a webpage of links to your Iy
articles P
Create an HTML of the document % -+



